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1. The Consultation
WBDA would like to have had more time to consider the strategy and engage with our members so that we could have responded with due consideration. This was especially relevant for this particular consultation as it took place in a holiday period. Future consultations should take these points into consideration.

2. Aims & Objectives of the strategy

While WBDA supports the broad principals lay out in the strategy a lot more work needs to be done on the details across all the areas highlighted to enable the strategy to achieve its aims and objectives. WBDA along with other relevant local voluntary sector organisations and groups should be fully involved in this work. 

3. Direct Payments & Individual Budgets

The push for Direct Payments & Individual Budgets should come hand in hand with practical support, peer support & advocacy. 

4. Intermediate Care Services

Intermediate Care Services (& specialised community nurses) should have access to people while they are in hospital to:

· make sure they are not lost in the system

· ensure continuity of ongoing care needs not related to treatment needed

· ensure speedy and safe admittance & discharge

Appropriate care packages & support should be available quickly and efficiently for people to allow a family carer to have hospital treatment, overcome illness or a temporary disability (e.g. broken bone). 

5. Joint working with NHS

Explore non means tested NHS ‘Continuing Healthcare’ funding for those people who may qualify or it.

Ensure that a fast & efficient system is designed and secured to provide equipment such as wheelchairs, beds, air-mattresses, etc from the present NHS controlled equipment services. NB - It would be preferable for any system to enable users to self refer.

6. Housing

In March 2004 a working group consisting of WBC Officers and Members, and representatives of WBDA & West Berkshire Neurological Alliance produced a comprehensive report outlining the way forward for Disabilities Facilities Grant (DFG) allocation in West Berkshire. In 2009 (or 5 years on) WBDA would like to see a similar working group formed to once again review the DFG allocation in West Berkshire to ascertain if it is still fit for purpose.

7. Transport 

This is still a problem area not fully recognised by the strategy.

8. Mental Health

A full and comprehensive review of local Mental Health services needs to take place involving service users.

9. Disability Equality Duty

All changes to providing adult social care services should be done in line with the requirements of the Disability Equality Duty & WBC’s Disability Equality Scheme.

