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Changes to the Board





Norma Weaver is welcomed onto the Board as a representative Carer.  











Discussion Point 3





Travel Tokens





The Board were concerned about the level of travel tokens awarded to people with disabilities and whether they were getting to the right people and appropriate consideration was given to where people lived and how far they would have to travel to access services.


Although there is no statutory requirement for the Council to issue tokens, it is a decision they have agreed to and it should be seen to be fair.


After some discussion it was agreed that two members of the Board would meet with Mike Trevallion, Head of Transport & Highways, to discuss the issues.  


If there are any points you wish them to raise please contact the Board by mid November.

















Focus for Next Meeting





The future of Mental Health Services.


Review of the DES Action Plan.


Travel Tokens.


Parking on Pavements.


Pedestrianisation of Newbury Town Centre.








Discussion Point 





Mental Health Services





It has been confirmed that the Eight Bells building on Bartholomew’s Street will no longer be used for mental health services.  Instead, a voluntary organisation ‘Eight Bells for Mental Health’’ will run a support service from the Friends Meeting House.  This will operate Mon to Fri 9.30am to 4.30pm.





The Board were concerned that the decision to end Council support was apparently made without an Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) being carried out, as is required by the Disability Equality Duty.  In light of this, the Board has requested that a full EIA be carried out and published on the proposed changes to Mental Health Day Services.  Both Alison Love, Head of Mental Health Services and Lyn Stephens, Locality Manager will be invited to the next meeting to discuss the outcome and provide an update.














Dates for next board meetings: Tue 20th Jan 10.30am











Request


If you have any issues of concern that you would like the Board to raise with the Council, please email � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@wbscrutinyboard.org.uk" �info@wbscrutinyboard.org.uk� or telephone (01635) 503060 and a member of the Board will get back to you.





For further information about the 


Board visit: www.westberks.gov.uk/desscrutinyboard














Discussion Point 2





Promoting Positive Attitudes





The Board considered how the Council could promote positive attitudes towards disability and it was agreed that improvement could be made in how information was communicated to the public.  The Council will be asked to consider improved media coverage to include regular articles in the NWN, lists of disability groups, forthcoming events, and dedicated Council website space.














