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Changes to the Board





Sarah Gore representing mental health and Richard Kingston representing long-term medical conditions were both welcomed onto the Board.  











Discussion Point 2





DDA Upgrades on key Council Buildings





The Board were informed that most progress with accessibility had been made with Market Street, with Faraday Road and Avonbank House following.  





At present 74.5% of buildings, open to the public, were DDA accessible.  (100% was unlikely due to limited budgets) 





The lack of adequate disabled parking at Market Street was proving to be a problem, but it was being pursued.




















Focus for Next Meeting





  1.  Transport issues


  2.  To discuss how effective the Council


  is in promoting positive attitudes 


  towards disabled people and also in


  encouraging participation by disabled


  people in public life and to make 


  recommendations on any further 


  actions the Council might take.





Discussion Point 1





Mental Health Services





Bev Searle, Head of Community Care and Well Being, informed the Board of the Council’s current position with regard to mental health services in West Berkshire.  She said progress in reaching a resolution had been delayed because of the unforeseen time taken by solicitors in negotiating the future lease of the Eight Bells building.  However, the lease was now with Berkshire Healthcare Trust.





Following on from proposals made by the Steering Group, the Council was now considering the range of services required and how it could work with the Trust to move forward.





As regards the Eight Bells building, the Council was considering the implications of a recent ‘conditions survey’, and hoped that a decision would be announced before Christmas.





The Board was keen to stress the value of services that were appropriate in keeping people well and out of hospital, and voiced their concern about the current situation where these services were not being provided. 





It was suggested that the Mental Health Services project be included in the DES Action Plan, whereby the Board could








Dates for next board meetings: Tue 28th Oct 10.30am, Tue 20th Jan 10.30am











Request


If you have any issues of concern that you would like the Board to raise with the Council, please email � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@wbscrutinyboard.org.uk" �info@wbscrutinyboard.org.uk� or telephone (01635) 503060 and a member of the Board will get back to you.





For further information about the 


Board visit: www.westberks.gov.uk/desscrutinyboard














monitor and assess progress.  Bev Searle agreed to ensure mental health actions were included in the DES action plan.














