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Changes to the Board





Eileen Vincent was welcomed to the meeting and will act as liaison between the Council and the Board.











Further information can be found on West Berks Council website: http://www.westberks.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=1415











Discussion Point 4





Mental Health





There was much discussion regarding the lack of support for those people not meeting the critical criteria.





It was suggested that these concerns be forwarded to Lyn Stephens, who has reformed the project group looking into the future requirements of a mental health service.





The Council was asked to provide a timetable for any actions identified.








Focus for Next Meeting





Homecare Services Provision


Review the DES Action Plan


Mental Health Update





Discussion Point 





Travel Tokens





The Board raised questions about whether the system of travel token issue could be improved and made fairer, especially to those people living in remote rural areas of West Berkshire.





It was pointed out that travel tokens were a non-statutory benefit and were only made available to cover basic needs.  





 However, the Council agreed to review how travel tokens were targeted and will report back to the Board.





Dates for next board meetings: Tue 5th May 2.30pm, Tue 28th Jul 2.30pm, Tue 27th Oct 2.30pm











Request


If you have any issues of concern that you would like the Board to raise with the Council, please email � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@wbscrutinyboard.org.uk" �info@wbscrutinyboard.org.uk� or telephone (01635) 503060 and a member of the Board will get back to you.





For further information about the 


Board visit: www.westberks.gov.uk/desscrutinyboard











Discussion Point 3





Companion Bus Passes





The Board were informed that companion bus passes were available if needed, and there was no age restriction on this.  








Discussion Point 2





Blue Badges





There has been some confusion as regards parking fees for blue badge holders in Newbury car parks.





It has now been made clear that blue badge holders are required to pay for their parking in the three pay-on-foot car parks in Wharf Road.


 


The disabled bays in the pay-and-display car parks remain free.








Discussion Point 5





Homecare Service





This new service, starting on Apr 1st, will be tailored to the person and focus on promoting independence.  After six weeks the service, if still needed, would be passed to the independent sector.











