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WBDA Welcomes the new legislation/scheme to combat the persistent fraudulent use of Blue Badges. 

In particular we welcome:

· The introduction of a central data base

· Issuing of reminder letters

· Choice of fast-track service

In response to WBC's specific request for responses re: what the council should charge Blue Badge Holders who need to apply by a paper application via WBC – WBDA makes the following comments/recommendations:
· WBDA opposes any effort by WBC to charge the maximum cost of £10 in a one-off rise in the cost of a Blue Badge which would equate to a 500% increase

· WBDA would support a staged increase along the following lines;
· In the first 3 years of the onset of the new scheme/system a charge of £6.60 is applied (maintaining WBC's current income levels)

· After 3 years of the onset of the new scheme/system the charge rises to the full cost to WBC of processing Blue Badge applications up to the prescribed maximum cost (currently £10)*

· BUT ONLY IF WBC would provide written assurance that it would NOT seek to introduce this 'full cost recovery' principal as WBC policy for other services it provides for Disabled People, or seek to recover full costs under any guidelines that give local choice options provided by central government. 

· WBDA seeks this re-assurance to ensure that this full cost recovery exercise (a small amount) does not set a precedent for future WBC policy.  

*NB – WBDA would expect WBC to produce a breakdown of its costs to justify the fee being charged up to and including the prescribed maximum.
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